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Our 2020 program is jam-packed 
with events, workshops and 
opportunities to get those pens 
to paper! We’re back with a bang, 
presenting much-loved initiatives 
such as our Toolkits Program, Kat 
Muscat Fellowship and NEWS, as 
well as branching out interstate in 
Adelaide and Canberra for Making 
Tracks. 

In 2020, we encourage you to 
get stuck into the poetry, fiction, 
nonfiction, comics and art found in 
each issue of Voiceworks, Australia’s 
premier youth literary journal, and 
challenge you to submit your own 
work for feedback and publication, 
in print and online!  Voiceworks kicks 
off this year with the release of issue 
118 As If, which will be launched at 
locations across Australia in early 
April. 

A great way to be involved in our 
programs, and to sharpen your 
own writing practise is joining 
as a member, or renewing your 
subscription to Voiceworks. All 

our program activity is free once 
you’re a part of the Express Media 
community, allowing you to attend 
Making Tracks or participate in our 
online writing program, Toolkits. 

Throughout 2020 there are 
countless opportunities to ensure 
you – writers and lovers of 
storytelling – can keep reading, 
writing and discovering new ways to 
express yourself.

Thank you for your ongoing support 
of young Australian writers – we 
couldn’t do it without you.

Check back with us in June,  
when Season 2 will be announced!

Express Media acknowledges and pays respect to the custodians of the 
land on which our offices are located, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
nation. Express Media also acknowledges and pays respect to the Elders of 
the lands on which our programs and content reaches. It was, is and always 
will be, Aboriginal land.

We’re Here for 
Young Writers in 2020
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If you’re aged 13 to 30 with an interest in writing, reading, or storytelling, 
become a member of Express Media and subscribe to Voiceworks to access 
opportunities to develop, share, and publish your writing. Plus, you’ll receive 
invites to launches, events and workshops and join a community of young 
writers across the country.

Express Media Membership
$25 per year

Includes:
• A subscription to the monthly Express 

Post enewsletter packed full of 
the latest writing and publication 
opportunities

• Unlimited submissions to Express 
Media’s publications, prizes and 
fellowships

• Unlimited access to Express Media’s 
courses, workshops and events

• A PDF version of the latest issue of 
Voiceworks delivered to your email 
inbox each quarter

Add a print subscription to Voiceworks for 
just $50!

We offer joint memberships with writers 
centres across Australia – find the 
membership suitable to you in your state  
via our website.

To sign up for an  
Express Media Membership visit  
expressmedia.org.au/membership

Voiceworks Subscription (4 issues)
$60 per year

The best way to get involved with 
Voiceworks is to read it! Each issue 
is stuffed to the gills with a varied 
selection of work by remarkable young 
writers and artists. Over the past 
year, our pages have been filled with 
stories about moon-visiting dogs and 
hidden queer identities; essays about 
Maltese prickly pears and murderous 
kookaburras; poems about clones and 
teenage gorgons; and comics about 
intimacy and the Dutch Golden Age.

Sign up for an annual subscription to get 
four issues a year delivered straight to your 
door.

Add an Express Media Membership for just 
$15!

To sign up for a Voiceworks Subscription visit  
expressmedia.org.au/subscribe-to-
voiceworks

MEMB ER S
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The National Editors and Writers 
Conference (NEWS) is an annual two-day 
event for student media editors from across 
Australia.

Over two days, Express Media presents a 
jam-packed line-up of workshops, panels and 
presentations about everything it takes to 
produce a student publication. 

Participants learn the nitty-gritty of publishing 
and editing from the best in the business, meet 
their fellow editors, and equip themselves for the 
year ahead.  

The NEWS Conference is the perfect opportunity 
to ask all your burning questions and get valuable 
advice so you hit the ground running. After the 
completion of the conference, student editors 
are better equipped with the tools they need 
to succeed in their new roles, and leave the 
conference feeling confident and ready to tackle 
the upcoming year of publishing.

In 2020, student media editors will learn the 
critical skills of how to manage a publication, 
teams of people, and themselves throughout 
the year, as well as increase their skills in digital 
marketing and broadcasting. 

Writers and editors featured in the 2020 NEWS 
Conference included: Daniel James, Bhakthi 
Puvanenthiran (ABC Life), Leah Jing McIntosh 
(Liminal Mag), Laura La Rosa (Blak Brow), 
Maddison Connaughton (The Saturday Paper), 
Adolfo Aranjuez (Archer, Metro), Hella Ibrahim 
(Djed Press) and many more!

National Editors and  
Writers Conference  
(NEWS)
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Voiceworks is a national literary 
journal that features exciting 
new writing by Australian young 
writers.

It’s a unique opportunity for people 
under twenty-five to publish their 
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, art and 
comics. Each selected piece goes 
through a collaborative editing 
process, and individualised feedback 
is provided for all unsuccessful 
submissions.

Voiceworks 118 As If will be launched in 
April.

VOICEWORKS IN PRINT
The magazine is put together by 
the editor, with a group of interns 
and a volunteer editorial committee 
(EdComm), all of whom are under 
twenty-five. EdComm assists the 
editor in reading submissions, 
editing content, proofreading, 
running launches and writing 
feedback for all our contributors. 
It is only through this dedicated 
support of talented volunteers that 
we are able to produce such a high-
quality publication. Voiceworks both 
supports young writers’ development 
of literacy skills and celebrates their 
work as literary in its own right. 

If you know a young person who 
should submit to Voiceworks, send 
them our way, and if you’re that 
person, you know where to find us!

To sign up for a Voiceworks Subscription 
visit our website.

Voiceworks
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We are currently seeking 
experimental, digital-based writing 
and comics. If you make work that 
can’t be printed on the page, this is 
your time to shine! This includes but 
is not limited to:

—Interactive fiction
—Hypertext writing
—Code poetry
—Bots and generative text works
—Writing with sound or video   
elements
—Full-colour comics or comics with       
animated elements 

Each selected piece goes through 
a collaborative editing process, 
and individualised feedback 
is provided for all unsuccessful 
written submissions. All published 
contributors are paid for their work. 

VOICEWORKS EDCOMM
If you’re keen on words and want 
to be part of the team that makes 
Voiceworks happen, you should 
apply for the Editorial Committee. 

We call out for applications once 
or twice a year and encourage 
wordnerds from all over Australia to 
throw their hat in the ring.

GET IN TOUCH

For more information, visit 
voiceworksmag.com.au

facebook.com/VoiceworksMag 

twitter.com/VoiceworksMag 

instagram.com/voiceworksmag/

For more information on subscriptions, 
head to page 2.

Voiceworks Online
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Big opportunities aren’t just for those 
peddling their pens in the big smoke. 
Young writers from across Australia can 
apply for Toolkits – a series of intensive, 
craft-specific online writing programs. 

Toolkits is a rigorous 12-week program for 
writers aged 30 and under to develop 
their skills in a unique and exciting online 
environment. Each program includes one-
on-one mentoring and feedback from an 
established writer, specialised presentations 
from guest artists and the opportunity to 
network with other young people working in 
the same literary form.

In the first half of 2020, Express Media will 
deliver Toolkits: Memoir (facilitated by Zoya 
Patel) and Toolkits: Fiction (facilitated by 
Jennifer Down). 

Toolkits

Toolkits is generously supported 
by the Copyright Agency Cultural Fund

HOW TO APPLY

Applications to Toolkits are 
open to all young writers, 
including high school students, 
regardless of level of written 
experience. Young people living 
in outer-metropolitan, regional 
and remote areas of Australia 
are encouraged to apply. 

Applications to Toolkits are free 
for Express Media members. If 
you’re not already a member, 
you can sign up here.

The only other things you’ll 
need are motivation and 
internet connection, so don’t 
miss out on this exciting 
opportunity to refine your craft 
and be mentored by some of 
Australia’s best literary talent. 

More Toolkits information can 
be found on our website.
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Toolkits: Memoir 
MARCH 24 — JUNE 9

Zoya Patel will unpack the fundamentals of memoir storytelling, focusing on 
developing participants work from conception to first longform-draft while 
exploring style, ethics of representing real-life characters, and how to pitch 
work to publishers.

Applications are now open, apply on our website.

FACILITATOR 

Zoya Patel is a writer and editor based in Canberra. She is the Founding Editor of 
independent feminist journal, Feminartsy, through which she publishes the work of 
writers from across Australia. Zoya writes fiction, non-fiction and memoir, and has 
had her work published in a range of publications including Junkee, Women’s Agenda, 
i-D.co, Right Now, The Canberra Times and more. She is on the board of the Feminist 
Writers Festival, and her memoir No Country Woman is out now.

GUEST ARTISTS 

ELLENA SAVAGE
Ellena Savage is an Australian 
author. Her essay collection 
BLUEBERRIES is out now with Text 
Publishing and Scribe UK. Ellena’s 
writing examines the unbreakable 
nexus of intimate and public, 
and has previously appeared in 
Sydney Review of Books, Paris 
Review Daily, Meanjin, Cordite, and 
The Lifted Brow, of which she is a 
former editor. Ellena holds a PhD 
in Creative Writing with a focus 
on feminist literary criticism and 
the contemporary essay, and she 
is a 2019-2021 Marten Bequest 
Travelling Scholar.

AMR A PAJALIC
Amra Pajalic is an editor, teacher 
and award winning author,. Her 
debut novel The Good Daughter 
(Text Publishing, 2009) won 
the 2009 Melbourne Prize for 
Literature’s Civic Choice Award. 
She is co-editor of the anthology 
Growing up Muslim in Australia 
(Allen and Unwin, 2019) shortlisted 
for the 2015 Children’s Book Council 
of the Year awards. Her latest book 
is a family memoir Things Nobody 
Knows But Me (Transit Lounge, 
2019). She is completing a PhD 
in Creative Writing at La Trobe 
University. 
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Toolkits: Fiction
MARCH 25 — JUNE 10

Participants join writer and author Jennifer Down to interrogate and refine 
their fiction; learn about the ethics of storytelling, how to craft compelling 
characters, and plot and plan like a pro. Participants also learn how to get 
your work to an audience, the ins-and-outs of the editorial process, and how 
to polish their work for publication.

Applications are now open, apply on our website. 

FACILITATOR 

Jennifer Down is a writer, editor and translator. She was named a Sydney Morning 
Herald Young Novelist of the Year consecutively in 2017 and 2018 for her debut novel, 
Our Magic Hour, and her short story collection, Pulse Points. Pulse Points received the 
2018 Readings Prize for New Australian Fiction, and the Queensland Literary Award – 
Steel Rudd Prize for Short Fiction. She lives in Melbourne.

GUEST ARTISTS 
BRIDGET CALDWELL-BRIGHT
Bridget Caldwell-Bright is a 
Jingili Mudburra writer and editor 
based in Melbourne. She works as 
a freelance editor for Hardie Grant 
Books as well as commissioning 
editor for literary journal The Lifted 
Brow. She was previously co-editor 
for Archer Magazines First Nations 
Edition and managing editor 
for Blak Brow, a Black Women’s 
Collective edition of The Lifted 
Brow. 

MORE ARTISTS TBA
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Watch past Toolkits: 
Live anytime!  
Toolkits: Live is an accessible online 
opportunity for all young writers to learn 
from the best and brightest wordsmiths 
in Australia. These free video sessions are 
available on our YouTube account to  
access at any time that suits you!

Participants can learn the ropes of writing 
memoir with Carly Findlay, cover the tools 
of drawing both physical and digital  with 
Rachel Ang, learn how to write authentic 
dialogue with Alison Evans, and discover 
world-building, setting and atmosphere 
with Jamie Marina Lau. Plus a whole lot 
more!

In 2020 we will once again be offering 
young writers spots in our Toolkits program, 
with streams covering Memoir, Graphic 
Narratives, Poetry, Fiction and more! 

Keep an eye on our socials for 
announcements. 

Watch our past years Toolkits Live stream 
over on our YouTube channel.
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Express Media is delighted to present Making Tracks a 
travelling pop-up workshop series and zine publication aimed 
at developing the work of young writers in Australia.
 
Over four workshops, 10 young writers will meet with an Express Media writer 
and editor to hone their writing skills and workshop a piece for publication. 
With two hours set aside for each workshop, the first hour will be reserved for 
teaching writing fundamentals including structure, tone, ethics and editing, 
and the second hour will be used to develop their own work. They will learn 
how to work with an editor and also edit their own writing in preparation 
for publication in Making Tracks, an Express Media zine sharing stories from 
young people living in Australia. 

This workshop series provides opportunity for emerging writers to workshop 
their writing, create and nourish a local youth writing community and a 
direct avenue to getting their work published. Following the workshop series, 
each participant has a week to submit their work to Express Media ready for 
publication. 

Over the last two years, Express Media has presented Making Tracks in 
Daylesford, Castlemaine, Wodonga and Perth.  

In season 1 of 2020, Express Media presents Making Tracks: Canberra and 
Making Tracks: Adelaide. Making Tracks is free but registrations are vital. 
Each participant will receive a free Express Media Membership and four 
back issues of Express’ premier literary journal, Voiceworks, all valued at $75.  

Applications for Making Tracks: Canberra are now open

Making Tracks: Canberra is presented by Express Media in partnership with Ainslie and Gorman 
Art Centres. Making Tracks: Adelaide is presented by Express Media in partnership with Writers SA. 
Making Tracks has been assisted by the Australian Government through the Australia Council.

Making Tracks
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Making Tracks: 
Canberra

When 

Week 1 | 10am – 12pm |  
Saturday 7 March  
Ainslie Arts Centre 

Week 2 | 10am – 12pm |  
Saturday 14 March  
Ainslie Arts Centre 

week off 

Week 3 | 10am – 12pm |  
Saturday 28 March  
Ainslie Arts Centre  

Week 4 | 10am – 12pm |  
Saturday 4 April  
Ainslie Arts Centre

Where 

Ainslie Arts Centre, 30 Elouera 
St, Braddon (between Elder and 
Donaldson Sts) 
 

FACILITATOR 

Lauretta Flack is a writer and 
editor based in Canberra. They 
currently edit experimental digital 
writing for Voiceworks Online. In 
their work they are particularly 
interested in queerness and 
art theory, and especially the 
intersection of the two. They can 
be found on twitter at @laur_
eater.
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Making Tracks: 
Adelaide

When
Week 1 | 10am – 12pm |  
Saturday 9 May  

Week 2 | 10am – 12pm | 
Saturday 16 May  

week off 

Week 3 | 10am – 12pm | 
Saturday 30 May  

Week 4 | 10am – 12pm | 
Saturday 6 June

Where
TBA 
 

 
FACILITATOR

Katerina Bryant is a South 
Australian-based writer and PhD 
student at Flinders University. 
Her first book, Hysteria, will be 
published by NewSouth in May 
2020.

12



Express Media is honoured to present the 
Kat Muscat Fellowship, offering support and 
development for an editorial project or work 
of writing by a person of an underrepresented 
gender or sex. This includes cis women, trans 
women, trans men, non-binary people, 
intersex people, gender diverse people and 
those who are otherwise marginalised.

Kat’s writing embodied her personal mantra 
of defiance, feminism and empathy, and each 
year the recipient of the fellowship is asked 
to take up her notion of challenge: exploring 
bold subjects, thinking deeply and critically 
about the world and the culture we consume, 
and reflecting and building on the craft of 
writing or editing. Previous fellows include 
Bri Lee, Fury, Ana Maria Gomides and Liana 
Skrzypczak.

The Kat Muscat fellowship offers professional 
development up to the value of $5,000 for an 
editorial project or work.

This professional development could include 
mentoring, residencies, interstate travel, or 
project fees to make their vision come to life.

The  
Kat Muscat  
Fellowship

When

Entries have now 
closed, stay tuned 
for the recipient 
announcement across 
our socials!
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Schools Program
Express Media works with teachers and students in 
secondary schools to build essential literacy skills, develop 
young people’s voices and support them to achieve their 
creative goals.

Express Media’s workshops bring writing to life and equip students with 
the tools to tell their stories and express what matters most to them.

Developed in accordance with Australian Curriculum standards, our 
workshops focus on specific areas of writing, editing and publishing to 
support classroom learning and 
empower students to pursue their 
own creative potential.

As emerging writers themselves, 
our tutors know firsthand what 
it takes to animate the writing 
process for young people. Aside 
from engaging with high-quality 
workshop content, students get 
huge personal benefits from 
the mentorship of our talented 
crew. Workshops are available 
on demand in Poetry, Nonfiction, 
Short Fiction, Graphic Narratives 
and Creating Your Own 
Publication. 

Become a member of Express 
Media through your school, 
with our Schools Program 
Membership.

For more information, visit  
expressmedia.org.au/programs/schools/

MEMB ER S
HI P

Schools Program Membership
$75 per year

• We believe that young people reading 
the published work of their peers is a 
powerful act. It expands their sense of 
potential and can be the galvanising 
force needed to put their own pens 
to paper. As a Schools Member, 
you’ll receive four print editions of 
Voiceworks, with the knowledge you 
are supporting the development of 
young Australian writers across the 
country.

To sign up, or find out more, visit  
expressmedia.org.au/product/schools-
program-membership/

MEMBERSHIP
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MEMBERSHIP

Donate
We are a non-profit organisation that supports and uplifts 
storytelling and community-building through writing and art 
by young Australians. Through our programs and publications 
we educate, advocate, leverage support and provide diverse 
opportunities for the next generation of young storytellers, 
poets, illustrators, writers, editors and comic artists. Support us 
by donating today.

Go to expressmedia.org.au/donate/ to support.

However large or small, every contribution made to Express Media 
allows us to continue to develop, grow and increases the reach of our 
program. Donations not only help us enormously, but are also a vote of 
confidence and encourage us (and all our young writers) continue the 
work we do.

With your help, we can ensure that the next generation of young writers 
is given the same opportunities to develop their skills, publish their work 
and get their foot in the door.
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Reach out
For general inquiries and partnerships queries,  
contact our General Manager / CEO:

Lucy Hamilton 
generalmanager@expressmedia.org.au

For questions about our program, contact our  
Creative Producer: 

Bethany Atkinson-Quinton
creativeproducer@expressmedia.org.au

For questions about memberships and subscriptions, communications, 
administration and finance, contact our Communications and Administration 
Coordinator:   

Jes Layton
info@expressmedia.org.au

For questions about Voiceworks, contact our  
Voiceworks Editor: 

Mira Schlosberg
editor@expressmedia.org.au

For questions about Schools Program,  
contact our Schools Program Producer: 

Rafael Ward
education@expressmedia.org.au 
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We extend our thanks to the following organisations for supporting 
our program in 2020:

ORGANISATIONAL FUNDING

PROGR AM FUNDING & SPONSORSHIP

 

PRESENTING PARTNERS

Acknowledgements

A Copyright Agency initiative
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